PUZZLE 6: Themeless Finale (Local) by Mike Nothnagel

15 minutes, 68 words

ACROSS

1 Downfall

7 Fight starter’s declaration
13 Czar nicknamed “the Terrible”
14 Amp up

16 1997 movie in which Demi Moore
shaves her head on-camera

17 “Get this to me PDQ”
18 With less urgency

19 Bunch spoiler, proverbially
speaking

20 Fish without a pole

21 Animal whose name is a part of
over 600 Australian place names

22 Fleur de ___ (sea salt from France)
23 React to a breeze, perhaps

24 What underutilized muscles do

28 Put the kibosh on

29 Digitally affix one’s John Hancock
30 90 degrees from norte or sur

34 Work on a Pixar movie, say

36 Tied a tie

38 Words that attract attention

39 Be overwhelmed by, as
embarrassment

41 Chaired

42 Figure of speech that uses a larger
idea to represent a component
part of that idea

44 _ monster
45 MN is on it for half the year: Abbr.
48 Granite State sch.

49 What you might be after an alarm
goes off

51 Place with unobstructed views
54 Hung by a ___ (was tenuous)

56 Red Sox closing pitcher who
holds the team record for most
saves

57 “Aimer,” in French class

58 King novel about the survivors of a
global epidemic

59 Three-time Grammy winner for
Best Rap Album
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60 Payload capacity of some pickup
trucks

61 Break for U.S. senators

DOWN

1 Grooves on

2 They may look the same, but
they’re not as good

3 Longest diameter of an ellipse
4 From one point of view

5 Muscle strength

6 Big name in boxing equipment
7 Froze

8 “There it is!”

9 Rude awakening?

10 With 52-Down, home for an insect
colony

11 “A Whale of ___" (song from “20,000
Leagues Under the Sea,” 1954)

12 Fend off
14 Longtime NBC commentator Dick

15 Aquatic creature first marketed as
“Instant Life”

23 Football action that happens at
the line of scrimmage

59

61

25 Got smashed

26 Animal tracking device?

27 Nevertheless

29 Lack of trouble

31 First step in getting out?

32 What some fortune tellers read

33 Bart’s teacher, on “The Simpsons”

35 1970’s production co. whose
name derives from the initials of
one of its founders

37 “Doesn’t make a difference”
40 Under control

43 Sikh’s headpiece

44 Pesto ingredient

45 Admit, as a mistake

46 Braves pitching ace Warren

47 “Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee” dwelling

50 “Are you sure I'm the guy?”

52 See 10-Down

53 Kind of clef

55 Fifty-eight U.S. Sens., currently
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